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The Chinese Key 
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i By William Safire , ‘ 

WASHIti(^<»* ’-4 ye«uy‘%heii'' 
Hen^ Kissinger went to China, the 
reception' he received was decidedly - 
oooL Following that, when Bresid^t 
Ford made his political pilgrimage to 
Pekftg, his reception wgs polite and 
correct, but edged with Chinese warn- 
ings: of the da^ers of appeasing the 
Soviets. 

t'.,.’j45t wait, .as jpavi4gn.d.4ulie Flisen-.j 
hower visited China, the treatment 
given them contrasted sharply with 
the ja^'*"***' receptions. 

Mao 'ise-ttu^'t^eived them warmly, 
the Chinese press was Instructed to 
pay attention to their tour, and offi- ■ 
cial doors were opened wide. • 

How. dP we.tead those tea-leaves? 
What are the Chinese telling /Us. es- 
pecially now ti«t they are preparing 
for the funeril <rf Chou En-lai? 

'No sentimmf is attached, Richard 
Nixon as'a person won no hearts and 
minds, in Ws tdsit in 1972. By wel- 
coming his daugditer and son-ih-law, 
the, CJu^ese feeders are sending a 
sS^ai as de^as subHety will 'allow: 
Retu'rii 'iJi^ ^y. to the pdicies set 
forth in yoiir original, opening to the 
East, let us use each other,, in our 
individuat self-interests, to counter the 
■threat of the Soviet Union. 

Even though China has lost, some 
: confidence, in America’s will to assert 
•her interests, the Chinese leaders still 
need the United States. The recent 
Chinese feint toward the Soviet Union, 
<With the return of a few helicopter 
pilots, was ■ cosmetic; there, can be 
,oc lasting detente between the Soviet , 
superpower and’ tt*. Chinese future 
supertiowerr Them ^fesrihy is ' to com- 
pete for. leadership of the Communist 
\Vorld. ^ 

Accorfin^y,. United States policy 
should temporarily “tilt,” to use a 
once-favored term, toward the weaker 
of the two. It is imperative. . in the • 
f short term, and may be decisive In 
1 the long tena, for .the United States 
I to expand and nurture its China ties. 

■ The Soviets know that China is no 
threat to them today, but even a loose 
alliance of Chirm and the United States 
could be an enormous threat to the 
U.S.S.R. in ten or fifteen years. 

That was the Russian fear which 
the Nixon fordgn poBcy exploited, 
while stoutly, denying it was doing 
any such thing. "Eftste.r Dulles liever 
had A ChjBS,” Mr. Nixon liked to say. 
Wirii'e hidSing out the carrots of de- 
tente — grain’ sales, technology agree- 
ments, tegitimization of herders— we 
also brandished our stick, .which^was 
the possibility of a U.S.-^inese^ 

. in thePad^c.^, ’ aifr ’jj 


Meanwhile, we expiated the Chi- 
nese, fear of Soviet epcirclement' That 
fear Is on tfe increase today. To the 
.sdu^' the Chinese see , hidia— already 
the. jiossessor of atomic weapons — 
becoming a Soviet puppet state. In 
Southeast Asia, the Chinese see North 
Vietnam still in Soviet orbit as it 
continues an- uhteported war on dissi- 
dents, including some Vietcong, who 
resist Hanoi’s will. And the Chinese 
see Japart as a Soviet-Chinese economic 
battleground, with Andrei Gromyko 
■ asserting-' Russian influence’ in Tokyo 
this week. 

The Chinese fear of Soviet encircle- 
,,ment and doipinatios is why China 
wants the United States to act as a 
great power. That, is why they, were 
sorry to see us witlidraw support from . 
allies in Southeast Asia, why they 
want us to lean hard on ' Japan to ' 
keep its ties to' the West,' and ‘Why 
the Chinese worry about our reliability 
• as. an anti-Soviet farce from Europe 
to Angola. : , • • 

The Chinese ■vital’ interratris clean, 
the question is, does thC;, vital interest 
of the United, States parallel China's 
at this moment in history? .4 few, years , 
ago, the Chinese thought «6.’ 'and ' 
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agreed to ignore the question, of 
’ Taiwan so the' first steps coiiid be 
taken. Richard Nixon thought so, too, 
and made the first moves. ' ■ i 
After Mr. Nixon’s fail, of course, 
everything came apart; The Senate ; 
repealed the Nixon doctrine, South- . 
east Asia collapsed, isolationists de- 
clared war on the C.I..4. and the 
-Soviets seized the initiative "around. ‘ 
the world'. 

' So be it; back to th^ old drawing 
board. 'With a - reinvigorated foreign 
■policy, the United States can move 
to a new two-'wav detente, and the; 
key to that new detente with = the 
Soviet Union can...onw again Jbe our^ 

relationship to China, ’ ” 

Even as oid Cfimirte leaders die and 
Americans learn to pronounce diffi- 
cult new names, and even as ,we 
abhor the eradication of freedom in 
the world’s most populous naticai, the 
opportunity of traveling along parallei 
lines in common interest has not been 
lost. It least, that’s, the. signal received 
by. .some China-watchers, including a 
man ;wh'b is not without ei^rience in 
receding signMs from .Pekm^^ 

“ And so, on successive days in thi 
past week we could .,S 2 i' Earew-tU 
Piemier Chou, Ka^y 
j Nixnn: and W^come Home, David am 
' Julfe. The time is not quite ripe for ai 
opening of the dow to a hew dfitenti 
, but tbfi Cbih^ 



